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WWII Europe 2014
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MILITARY HISTORICAL TOURS is proud to offer another in our series of historic anniversary tours
to the battlefields of the world. Our tour starts in London, with a tour of the airfield used by the 365th
Fighter Group on its arrival in England. We then proceed across the English Channel to Paris as we
move to Normandy where the Group supported “Operation Overlord.” We also visit the airfields and aerodromes where the Group was based as it moved eastward in support of the Allied offensive against Nazi Germany. Specific airfields will be included based on veteran’s and family input and interest. We conclude our tour with
a very special Commemoration of the 70th Anniversary of the 365th Fighter Group’s superlative service during
the war. We will conclude our tour on the last airfield where these heroic fighter squadrons flew from at wars end.
Gosfield was known as USAAF Station AAF-154 for security reasons by the USAAF during the war, was the first
home of the 365th Fighter Group. This was a temporary measure for the winter month until conditions improved
at the south coast advanced landing grounds where they were to be deployed prior to the invasion. Thus the first
combat flying unit to occupy Gosfield was the 365th Fighter Group, arriving on 22 December 1943 from Richmond, VA AAF flying Republic P-47 Thunderbolts. The 365th was a group of Ninth Air
Force's 84th Fighter Wing, IX Tactical Air Command, the operational squadrons were:
• 386th Fighter Squadron (D5)
• 387th Fighter Squadron (B4)
• 388th Fighter Squadron (C4)
It was several weeks before the 365th received a full complement of 75 P-47D Thunderbolts and mid-February 1944 before they were placed on operational status. Their first mission, flown on 22 February, was a bomber support sweep of short duration over enemy-held territory. Early missions were flown in support of Eighth Air Force B-17 and B-24 bomber operations and on one of these on 2 March, the 365th had its first
encounter with enemy fighters in the Bastogne area resulting in the loss of one Thunderbolt and six enemy
planes shot down. On 5 March, with only nine missions to its credit the group moved south to RAF Beaulieu in
Hampshire. During its stay at Gosfield, the 365th Fighter Group had two P-47s missing in action. The group was
stood down three days after arrival so that it could undertake a two-week intensive course in ground attack and
fighter-bombing. After training, the 365th flew dive-bombing missions to attack such targets as bridges, aerodromes, rail facilities, gun positions, and V-weapon sites prior to the D-Day invasion. On D-Day, its duties were
attacking gun emplacements and communications facilities behind the bridgehead. Two P-47s were lost. On the
following day, when 12 separate squadron-sized missions were flown, five more aircraft failed to return.
The 365th was one of the most successful P-47 groups of the Ninth Air Force when it came to air combat with a
total of 29 enemy aircraft credited as shot down during the four
months the group operated from Beaulieu. On 25 June, the 365th
Tour Price:
$ 2,500*
had one of its best days when eight enemy fighter-bombers were
Based on double Occupancy
destroyed. On 2 July, Lieutenant Colonel Robert Coffey Junior, the
Single Supplement:
$ 1,195
Air Executive, became the Ninth Air Force's third Thunderbolt ace.
24 P-47s went missing-in-action during their stay at Beaulieu.
Tour Price Includes:
The 365th Group began its move to Europe on 21 June 1944, the
first squadron taking up residence at Azeville, France (A-7) on 26
June providing tactical air support in support of U.S. First Army. Today the airfield is a mixture of agricultural fields. We follow the
group as it moves to easterly airfields
in support of the Army’s push into Germany. Sixty-nine pilots and airmen died
in the fight across the continent during
the Group’s 1,241 combat missions.
Return with the most experienced staff
of Battlefield Tour Leaders and Historians will combine to make your trip the
most enjoyable, relaxing, entertaining
and educational experience possible.
For questions or additional informationplease e-mail LtCol Gary Andrejak,
USAF at gandrejak@miltours.com or
LTC
John
Powell
at
jpowell@miltours.com.

Deluxe Hotel Accommodations
*

Air-conditioned deluxe motorcoach with
onboard restroom
*

Meals as indicated in itinerary
*

Historical Trip information packet, containing maps & other Tour information
*

Admission fees to all sites, museums and
special attractions listed
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Daily Itinerary

4 Aug Mon—Cambridge to London to Paris
Morning departure from St.
Pancras Station and transfer
to the “Eurostar” Train for
Paris Gare du Nord Station.
Upon arrival in the “City of
Light” we will have a short
city tour and then evening
on your own to enjoy Paris.
Hotel: Concorde Montparnasse (B)
5 Aug Tue—Paris to Caen
Morning departure to Normandy. Time permitting, we will
stop at Rouen to view the magnificent Cathedral and the site
of Joan of Arc’s execution. Cathedral. Hotel: Best Western
Moderne Caen (B)

*

Services of experienced
Tour Leaders and local guides
Get your own or Book Optional MHT
Airfare: Round-trip economy or business class airfare from your
hometown via Paris CDG/Frankfurt
price quoted upon registration!
* - Price based on € conversion rate at final billing
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depart Caen
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8 Aug Fri—- Reims & Metz On the way to Metz we
will visit the epic 1916 battlefields of Verdun. MetzFrescaty Air Base (Y-34) was a front line French Air
Force Base, primarily being used for command, control and training along with electronic warfare. The
base was put in reserve status in 2012. Metz-Frescaty
has to be the oldest airfield the 365th used as it started
life pre-WWI as a Zeppelin base and was a German
aerodrome during WWI. The cold winter of 1944/45
saw the 365th operating here and it was subjected to
one of the last Luftwaffe air attacks on 1 Jan 1945 in
support of the Battle of the Bulge. The "Hell Hawks" suffered 22 P-47s destroyed and 11 damaged but knocked out
almost half the attacking force. Hotel: Mercure Metz Centre
(B)
9 Aug Sat—Florennes,
Chièvres & Mons
We start the day with a
visit to Florennes Air
Base (A-78) which is an
active Belgian Air Force
F-16 base. Next stop is
Chièvres Air Base (A-84)
that housed Luftwaffe

